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Claims 3 to 5 are directed to a mask system headgear, a frame, and shell/cushion including a &ame receiving channel 
defined by a front flange and a rear flange the front flange extending 75%- 100% of the way around the perimeter of 
the shell/cushion having the second special technical feature tiiat the frame is adapted to be removably inseitable in the 
frame - receiving chaimel of the sheliycushion. 

Claims 6-28 are directed to a connection piece for connecting a mask to a conduit 

Claims 29-47 are directed to a mask or mask system » the mask having a shell/cushion with an inner and outer surface,, 
a flange extending away from said enter sur££kce and surrounding said shell/cushion, said mask having an exoskeletal 
frame which substantially matches the contours of said flange so that said fr-ame can be positioned adjacent said flange 
when said shell/cushion is in a shape suitable for use by a patient and structure or means to hold said flange to said 
frame. 

Claims 48, 49,52 and 53 are directed to a mask system and include the connection piece of any one of claims 6 to 28 in 
their scope. 
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